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Support at Court 
The experience of witnesses attending the Specialist Domestic 
Violence Court at West London Magistrate’s Court 
 

The Standing Together partnership holds the safety of 
survivors as their over arching aim. The experience of 
survivors using the Specialist Court is therefore central to 
reviewing the success of that Court. Feedback has been 
sought using a number of methods and the results are 
relevant for other SDVC’s and for all those working with 
witnesses in domestic violence cases. 
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Completing the Jigsaw 
 

Standing Together Against Domestic Violence were commissioned by the 
London Councils to undertake research into the extent of help seeking by 
known victims of domestic violence across various statutory and voluntary 
agencies. As a result of many months of examination of databases, interviews 
with frontline workers and a questionnaire with survivors we found that 
certain crucial issues emerged repeatedly. 

£5 

  

 

The Specialist Domestic Violence Court  
Toolkit 
 

The Specialist Domestic Violence Court Toolkit  
describes in detail every element of the process  
involved in developing, implementing and maintaining  
an SDVC, highlighting the importance of coordination.  The   
Toolkit includes the tools and resources we have developed 
and used in the Specialist Domestic Violence Court at West 
London Magistrates’ Court. 

£1,500 

(This will include a 
days facilitation by 
Standing Together 

which will be 
tailored to meet the 
specific needs and 
context of each 
potential SDVC) 

  

 

The Domestic Violence Bench Book and Good  
Practice Guide 
By Jan Lesser, Head of Legal Services at West 
 London Magistrates’ Court 
 

“This is a guide which is required reading for magistrates  
and lawyers and all professionals who deal with domestic  
violence In the criminal courts” 
- District Judge (MC) Jeremy Coleman. 
 

A unique resource to assist magistrates and DJs in SDVC’s, it is designed to 
work as a route map through all the court processes experienced in an SDVC. 
It is the only such Bench Book in the country. 

Package for 
courts £100 

(2 printed editions 
and electronic 

version to copy for 
staff and magistrates) 

For other 
agencies £25; 

 (1 printed edition 
and no agreement to 

copy) 

  

 

First Steps in Help Seeking 
 

Standing Together Against Domestic Violence and the  
Hammersmith & Fulham Refugee Forum are very pleased  
to present this report on what they have learnt in the pilot 
stages of their project in West London.  Together they  
aimed to find out about how domestic abuse was  
experienced by the Refugee Community Organisations in  
the Borough and to develop a training module to meet the 
needs of those organisations. 
 

£5 
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Equal Voices 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender survivors of domestic 
violence speak about their experiences of policing and the 
courts in West London 
 

LGBT survivors were understood to be especially hard to 
reach and the difficulties in getting feedback from them is a 
reflection of their difficulties in accessing criminal justice 
services. This report will bring their voices to the 
attention of criminal justice and voluntary agencies. Equal 
Voices includes the findings of a questionnaire, two in depth interviews and an 
account of the process used to contact and consult. It will therefore be useful 
both to those agencies wishing to set up their own consultations and to those 
working to improve access for LGBT survivors. 

 

 

£5 

 

 

 

  

 

Two Years On 
Partnership in practice at the Specialist Domestic  
Violence Court, West London Published June 2005.  
 

The Specialist Domestic Violence Court in West  
London was the first court of its type in London and  
the first in the country to hear trials. In November 2004 
operational partners held the second annual review  
to identify good practice and areas for improvement. 
This report documents detailed qualitative and quantitative  
findings and lessons learnt. 

£2   

  

Voices of Experience: 
Consultation with survivors of domestic violence in the London 
Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 2003-2004.      
Published September 2004.    
 

Detailed report of our third year of consultation with 
survivors. Chapters on; Consultation with Filipino women; 
Survivor’s views of using the Specialist Domestic Violence 
Court; taking part in Government’s National Safety and 
Justice Consultation. Direct quotes from women 
throughout.   

£5 

 
  

Survivors Speak:  
A report of the findings of consulting with survivors of  
domestic violence 2001–2002. 

Documenting the first round of consultations the report 
accompanies Heard and Not Judged, and outlines how the 
process was developed.  Topics covered include: The 
Courts; The Police; Solicitors; Health Services; 
Responding to Black and Ethnic minority women. 

£5 

 

  

Protecting Survivors, Holding Perpetrators Accountable 

The Crime Reduction Programme Health and Civil  
Law Projects in Hammersmith and Fulham, 2003. 
A series of briefing papers documents the  
processes, outcomes and lessons learnt. The  
briefing paper topics are: Introduction and Lessons 
Learnt; Civil Law Project; Health Project; Training;  
Expert Witnesses. Eleven appendices contain  
useful practical information, for  example, police  
policy and procedures plus training objectives. 

£2 
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Health and Domestic Violence: 
Improving Safety Through Screening. A report on what has 
been achieved at three health sites in West London. 
Published July 2004.   
 

This report is an evaluative review of the Health Screening 
Project. It outlines the achievements of the project and 
also the complex issues and challenges faced from July 
2003 to March 2004. It includes comments from survivors 
who accessed ADVANCE through the project, lessons 
learnt and Standing Together’s recommendations for future of health based 
domestic violence interventions. 

£5 

 

  

 

Heard and Not Judged:  
Consultation with survivors of domestic violence in 
the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
2002 – 2003.  
 

Topics covered include: Improving Health Services; 
Black & Ethnic Minority Women’s Experiences &  
Views; The Specialist Domestic Violence Court  
(West London); Reviewing The Consultation Process.  
Importantly, the report also describes the unique  
methodology, outlining the process of organising the  
consultations, the meeting plans and the model used.   

£5 
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To receive your publication/s please complete the order form above and provide your details below. 
All prices include postage and packing.   

Name  ………………………………………………………….     

Organisation  ………………………………………………………….     

Postal address  ………………………………………………………….     

 ………………………………………………………….     

 ………………………………………………………….      

Postcode ………………………………………………..………..    

 

For details of our other publications that are now out of print and for details of future publications, please 
go to our website www.standingtogether.org.uk 

Please send this form with payment to: 
 

Standing Together, Room 44D, 4th Floor, Polish 
Centre, 238-246 King Street, London W6 0RF 

 

Please make cheques payable to: 
 

Standing Together Against Domestic Violence. 
 

Enquiries:  
020 8748 5717 or admin@standingtogether.org  


